
100th Birthday  

 

Tiyo San Obaasan 

2009 
With great pride and joy I went to the great country of Japan to celebrate 

the 100th birthday of my grandma Tiyo, mother of my father Isao. 

 

I left California on the August 1, 2009, arrived at Narita airport in Japan 

on the 2nd of August were I was expected by my gracious aunts: Fumiko and 

Hatsue and gracious uncle Fumio.  From there we went on a one hour train trip 

to Tokyo and then another 4 hour bus trip to Fukushima, arriving at uncle 

Nobuo’s and his wife Kumiko’s house at 10:30 that night.  I paid my 

respects to the family memorial and the picture of my grandfather Yuzo, 

Tiyo’s late husband and father of Nobuo, Isao, Hatsue, Katsundo, Takao and 

Fumiko.  

 

After a nice night’s sleep on a futon I was introduced to my cousins Mariko, 

Mutsuko and Motoe. On the morning of the 3rd August I went to pay my respects 

to grandpa Yuzo’s mausoleum.   We also changed the flowers, burned incense 

and prayed to him.  In the afternoon I went to visit grandma Tiyo at the 

hospital for the first time.  I was overcame with emotion on seeing her for 

the 2nd time in my life.  The first time had happened in Brazil 27 years 

before.  

 

On the following days I was introduced to my other cousins, Naomi, Ryo, 

Yoshico, to my second cousins Miku, Takahico, Natsuki, Kasuki, Towa, Sae, Mao 

and Saatomi.  I was also able to see again cousin Megumi, who had visited San 

Francisco 17 years ago and whom I met briefly on that occasion.   

 

Grandma Tiyo was able to come to Nobuo’s house from the hospital for her 

birthday celebration On Aug 6th.  It was a joyous occasion with the 

attendance of over 40 family members and relatives plus 3 committees of city 

officials from the Fukushima Ken Governor Office, Iwachi Shi Mayor’s Office 

and the Iwaki City Social Welfare Association.   

 

On this trip I was not able to meet Uncles Takao and Katsundo and cousins 

Masashi, Kasushi, Daiki, Naoya, Mitio, Yoriki, Teito and Non.   



 2

 

 
 

私の名前は、チヨマリと申します。父イサオ、母ユリ（ルシア・マリア）の長女として産まれ、６人の弟妹（イサム、メユリ、ユキエ、アケミ、ヤス

エ）がいます。 
  
日本で、チヨおばあさんの１００歳の誕生日を一緒にお祝いすることができ、大変光栄に思います。また、のぼるさん、はつえさん、ふみこさん、く

みこさん、そしてよしこさんに再会できることをとてもうれしく思います。たかおさん、かつんどさん、まりさん、むつこさん、もといさん、なおみ

さん、ひろみさん、りょうさん、めぐみさん、みちこさん、ほかの子供たちや親戚の方々にも初めてお会いできるということで、とても楽しみにして

やってまいりました。 
  
私は、アメリカには２０年間住んでいて、夫のシロと３人の子供（ロドリゴ、ジュリアナ、アドリアナ）と暮らしています。 
  
私は、大学でエンジニアリングを専攻しました。私の夫もカリフォルニアにある、スタンフォード大学で、エンジニアリングの博士課程を修了しまし

た。ロドリゴ（長男）は２２歳で、カリフォルニア大学アーバイン校で、コンピューターサイエンスを勉強しています。ジュリアナ（長女）は１４歳

で、中学２年生で、エレキギターを弾くのがとても好きです。アドリアナ（次女）は１２歳で、中学１年生で、サッカーがとても上手です。 
  
ブラジルにいたとき、日本の家族のことをよく聞きました。最初に手にした日本の本は、おばあさんやおじさんやおばさんが送ってくださったもので

す。日本の音楽を聴いたり、海の向こうに家族がいると思ったりするだけで、いつもうれしく思いました。私が最初に着た美しい着物も、日本からの

贈り物です。こうして私は日系人としてのルーツを知り、日本の文化とそこに住んでいらっしゃる親戚の方々に親しみを抱き、誇りを持つようになり

ました。 
  
 父から日本人の血を分けてもらえたことを大変、うれしく思います。もっと日本について知りたいと願っています。 
  
                        ２００９年  月  日 
  
                    みなさまへ 愛を込めて 
  
                          ノロンハ・チヨマリ 

 

 

Please come visit us in California 
 

 

Tiyomari, Ciro, Rodrigo, Juliana and Adriana 
352 Carolina Ln. 
Palo Alto CA 94306 

USA 
 

Cel: + (650) 520 6100 

Tel: + (650) 813 1518 
tiyomari@tiyomari.com 

Skype:twnoronha 
Facebook: Tiyomari  
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California is in the West coast of  the USA  
 
 
 
     

  Bay area is where Tiyomari lives.  About 1 hour from San 
Francisco in Palo Alto.   
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Brazil BH 2008 Ciro (Tiyomari’s Husband)  Fumiko and Tiyomari 
 

 
 

Brazil BH 2008 Fumiko and Tiyomari 
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Brazil BH 2008 Aug. Issamu, Nobuo, Yukie, Fumiko and Tiyomari 
 

 
Map of Brazil 
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Brazil (Ouro Preto) 2008 Aug. Camila, Henrique, Issamu, Isao, Isadora (Meyuri’s 1st daughter), Ayla (Yukie’s 
daughter) carrying Yumi (Akemi’s daughter), Meyuri and Yukie. In the back Isadora, Junia, Paulo (Meyuri’s  

daughters and husband) and Akemi. 

 
Map of state Minas Gerais and city of Belo Horizonte in Brazil 
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Rodrigo Noronha and Alexandra Magãna now living and studying in Irvine California- He studies 

computer science and she is a Doctorate candidate in geology at the department of Crustal Studies 
UC Irvine. 

 
 

Brazil BH 2008 
From front to back, left to right: 

Tiyomari and Juliana on the floor.  Ciro (Tiyomari’s Husband)  Jesus, Yuri (Maria Lucia) Yukie with Adriana 
in her lap Isadora and Junia (Paulo e Meyuri’s girls) Paulo (Meyuri’s husband)  and Meyuri 
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Selected Oil Paintings by Tiyomari  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Juliana with ear ring 
 

Juliana portrayed by Tiyomari in 2003 
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Rodrigo with a Dog 
 
 

Rodrigo Noronha portrayed by 
Tiyomari in 2004 

 
 
 

Bottom 
 

Juju Jungle  
Juliana Noronha portrayed by 

Tiyomari  
 

2006 
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Adriana by the seaside 
Adriana Noronha portrayed by Tiyomari 

2005 
 

 


